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WEATHERPROOF YOUR WEALTH: AN UMBRELLA-READY
PORTFOLIO

by Marilize van Zyl | Head of Manager Research

The weather can change quickly, and in 2026, markets are proving they can too. One moment, conditions look calm,
and the next, interest-rate expectations shift, political headlines flare up, geopolitical tensions rise, or a sudden
market move grabs everyone’s attention. Much like the seasons, today’s investment climate is shaped by forces we
can’t control and often can’t predict. While we can’t stop the rain from falling, we can prepare for it, and that is exactly
what a strong, well-structured portfolio is designed to do.

Over the past few years, investors have faced a mix of sunshine and storms

Inflation spiked, central banks around the world raised rates sharply, and geopolitical tensions reshaped how
countries trade, cooperate, and compete. Technology has added another layer of unpredictability, with rapid
advancements driving big shifts in sectors and valuations. With so many moving parts, trying to predict the next market
storm is not only stressful, it’s unrealistic. The goalisn’t to guess the weather. It’s to be ready for whatever arrives.

This is where portfolio weatherproofing comes in

Many people think diversification simply means owning “a bit of everything.” But modern diversification goes deeper.
It’s not just about spreading your money across different asset classes; it is also about making sure your risks aren’t
all pointing in the same direction. In weather terms, it’s the difference between wearing a warm jacket and carrying an
umbrella. One protects you from the cold, and the other protects you from the rain. If you only have one of them, you’re
still going to be uncomfortable in half the storms you face.

In the same way, a portfolio that looks diversified on the surface can still be exposed if its underlying risks are too
similar. True weatherproofing means blending assets in a way that ensures one sharp downpour doesn’t flood your
entire plan. It also means recognising that global markets don’t respond to the same conditions at the same time. A
cold front in one region may be a warm, sunny day in another - which is why global diversification has become even
more important. Different markets, sectors, and currencies help investors navigate a world where the economic
“weather patterns” shift and separate more often than they used to.

Another part of weatherproofing is liquidity

Liquidity can be likened to the financial equivalent of a reliable raincoat. Liquidity gives you flexibility. It allows you to
access cash when you need it, gives your advisor the ability to make timely adjustments, and prevents you from having
to sell long-term investments at the wrong moment. Yet liquidity is one of the most overlooked areas of portfolio
construction. People often ignore it until they find themselves standing in a downpour without any cover.

Then there’s the role of advice
Passive investing has its place, the same way checking a weather app has its place. A weather app can only tell you

what’s happening; it can’t help you prepare, plan, or adjust mid-journey. Active managers and financial advisors are
the skilled meteorologists of investing. They study changing conditions, watch early warning signs, and make informed
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decisions about when to take shelter, when to adjust course, and when an opportunity is worth stepping outside for.
Their job isn’t to predict every storm but rather to prepare your portfolio so the storms don’t derail your long-term plan.

The reality is that in markets, as in nature, calm days and stormy days are both guaranteed. Investors who try to chase
the sunshine often end up caughtin the rain. Those who accept that weather changes and build their plan accordingly
are the ones who stay dry. They avoid emotional decisions, they remain confident through volatility, and they give their
investments the time they need to grow.

In 2026’s unpredictable climate, becoming an umbrella-ready investor doesn’t mean being pessimistic. It means
being practical. It means recognising that you don’t need to know when the next storm will hit, you simply need the
right tools in place so that when it does, you’re prepared.

With the right diversification, the right liquidity, and the right guidance, your portfolio can withstand almost any market
weather. Calm or turbulent, sunny or stormy, you’re covered. And that peace of mind is worth far more than trying to
forecast the next cloud break.
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